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SIMEON  FRANCIS. 

By  Harriet  Rumsey  Taylor. 


No  history  of  central  Illinois  would  be  complete  without  including 
the  name  and  some  of  the  fame  of  Simeon  Francis. 

He  and  his  brother  were  the  first  editors  of  the  Illinois  State 
Journal,  which  positions  they  held  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Pub- 
lished in  Illinois  in  so  early  a  day  as  1831,  the  tone  of  the  editorials 
of  that  paper  must  have  done  much  toward  shaping  the  opinions  of 
many  voters   in   regard  to  the  great  crisis   so   n£ar  at  hand. 

Mr.  Francis  was  born  in  Weathersfield,  Conn.,  May  14,  1796.  He 
moved  to  New  London,  in  the  same  state,  and  later  married  Miss  Eliza, 
eldest  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Holt)  Rumsey.  After  his 
marriage  he  moved  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  formed  a  partnership 
under  the  firm  name  of  Lazewell  and  Francis,  and  published  the  Buf- 
falo Emporium  until  it  was  forced  to  suspend  in  1828,  in  consequence 
of  the  excitement  in  reference  to  the  abduction  of  Morgan,  charged 
against  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  of  which  Mr.  Francis  was  a  member. 
In  1 83 1,  as  before  stated,  he  came  to  Springfield,  and  engaged  in  the 
publication  of  the  Journal.  In  a  very  few  years  there  came  to  his  of- 
fice a  stranger  from  New  Salem  seeking  the  editor  of  the  paper  whose 
editorials  in  tone  generally  agreed  with  his  own  ideas.  The  journeys 
were  frequent  and  the  tall,  gentle  young  man  grew  more  and  more 
interesting  to  Mr.  Francis  and  that  gentleman  began  loaning  him 
such  books  as  his  visitor's  ravenous  appetite  for  learning  craved,  Black- 
stone  among  the  number.  For  such  books  as  Mr.  Lincoln  wanted,  Mr. 
Francis  could  easily  obtain  for  him. 

At  last  Mr.  Francis  determined  to  introduce  Mr.  Lincoln  to  his 
friends  in  Springfield,  feeling  sure  that  the  enjoyment  would  be  mu- 
tual. In  order  to  accomplish  this  object  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  invited 
a  number  of  their  friends  to  spend  the  evening  at  their  house,  to  meet 
the  gentle  young  man  from  New  Salem.  In  this  party  were  ministers, 
doctors,  judges,  lawyers  and  merchants,  with  their  wives.  And  here  Mr. 
Lincoln  first  met  Springfield  society.  This  was  probably  his  first  en- 
trance into  polite  society,  for  he  entered  the  parlor  with  his  hat  upon 
his  head,  and  when  Mr.  Francis  offered  to  take  the  hat,  Mr.  Lincoln 
placed  his  hand  in  that  of  Mr.  Francis' — 'that  hand  whose  after  fame 
went  round  the  world. 

The  friendship  of  these  two  men  continued  through  Mr.  Lincoln's 
life.  Mr.  Francis  lived  then  where  the  opera  house  now  stands.  His 
was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes  in  Springfield,  surrounded  by  al- 
most every  known  variety  of  rose  and  shrub,  fruit  and  flower,  of  which 
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he  was  a  great  lover.  When  Professor  Turner  of  Jacksonville  intro- 
duced the  osage  orange  as  a  new  kind  of  durable  fence,  Mr.  Francis 
had  them  planted  all  around  his  grounds.  This  beautiful,  growing  fence, 
which  was  kept  closely  trimmed,  was  the  object  of  much  attention  and 
interest.  All  new  discoveries  in  the  horticultural  or  agricultural  lines 
were  eagerly  experimented  with  by  this  interested  man,  and  through 
his  efforts  the  Chinese  sugar  cane  became  so  well  known  throughout 
the  State  that  people  were  better  prepared  to  serve  themselves  with 
sugar  and  syrup  through  the  civil  war  than  it  would  have  been  deemed 
possible  a  few  years  before. 

The  purest  white  sugar  and  several  shades  of  brown  were  exhibited 
at  a  sugar  convention  held  in  Mr.  Francis'  office  before  the  war  began. 

His  love  of  horticulture  had  a  large  field  to  work  in,  since  every  year 
he  was  the  power  behind  the  throne  in  the  management  of  our  horticul- 
tural exhibitions.  Then  every  florist  in  the  city — and  that  meant  nearly 
every  mother  and  daughter — brought  their  floral  offerings  to  the  old 
State  house,  with  which  to  decorate  the  rotunda,  where  these  exhibi- 
tions were  usually  held.  Every  pillar  and  stairway  was  made  to 
blossom  as  the  rose,  and  the  walls  were  covered  with  exquisite  floral 
designs,  and  tables  were  arranged  along  every  side,  and  spaces  filled 
with  tables  upon  which  to  exhibit  the  flowers  and  designs.  Mr.  Fran- 
cis went  here,  there,  and  everywhere,  directing,  advising,  encouraging, 
until  the  whole  place  was  fairy-land,  and  ready  for  the  crowds  of 
people  who  came  to  view  the  beautiful  exhibition.  The  adjoining 
towns  poured  their  inhabitants  into  this  capital  city,  to  enjoy  the  rare 
day  and  evening.  Then  the  premiums  were  distributed  and  hearts 
were  made  glad,  for  the  premiums  were  handsome  and  numerous. 

Mr.  Francis  was  an  indefatigable  worker  in  the  establishment  of 
our  State  fair.  For  many  years  he  was  the  corresponding  secretary 
of  the  association.  His  efforts  in  the  work  were  tireless,  and  the  suc- 
cess the  fairs  have  attained  attest  the  good  beginning. 

He  became  interested  in  the  subject  of  employment  for  girls.  There 
were  so  few  avenues  open  for  work  for  them — teaching,  sewing  and 
housework  were  about  all  the  lines  of  work  girls  could  engage  in. 
Never  had  a  girl  been  known  to  tend  store  or  office,  or  act  as  a  writer 
in  any  public  place  in  Springfield.  Mr.  Francis  thought  some  one  ought 
to  start  out  on  a  new  line,  so  he  enlisted  the  interest  and  help  of  two  of 
his  acquaintances,  and  taught  them  the  compositors'  art.  They  were  the 
daughters  of  two  of  Springfield's  first  physicians,  whose  fam- 
ilies attended  the  same  church  that  he  attended,  the  Episcopal.  These 
young  ladies,  educated,  accomplished,  favorites  in  society,  were  the 
pioneers  of  the  working  class  of  girls,  whose  name  is  legion  now. 

On  retiring  from  the  Journal,  in  July  1855,  Mr.  Francis  started  the 
Illinois  Farmer,  which  he  continued  as  publisher  and  then  editor,  for 
some  three  years.  In  1859  he  closed  his  business  in  Springfield  and 
moved  to  Portland,  Ore.  Here  he  engaged  in  the  publication  of  the 
Oregon  Farmer  and  was  president  of  the  Oregon  State  Agricultural 
Society.  He  established  also  a  newspaper,  called  the  Oregonian,  which 
is  still  published. 
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In  1861  President  Lincoln  appointed  Mr.  Francis  paymaster,  with 
rank  of  major,  of  all  troops  in  the  northwest,  with  residence  at  Ft. 
Vancouver,  Washington  territory.  In  attending  to  his  duties  he  trav- 
eled hundreds  of  miles  in  a  carriage  with  a  clerk  and  a  driver,  with 
an  escort  of  twelve  men  on  horseback,  an  ambulance  containing  cook- 
ing utensils,  etc.,  etc.,  going  days  together  without  seeing  anything 
more  interesting  than  sagebrush  and  jack  rabbits.  The  names  of  the 
forts  visited  by  him  were  Colville,  Dalles,  Grand  Round,  Haskins,  San 
Juan,  Steilacoom,  Walla  Walla,  Yam  Hill  and  Camp  Watson. 

Mr*  Francis  and  his  wife  corresponded  with  the  family  of  the 
writer  of  this  article  up  to  within  a  month  of  his  death,  and  she  has  let- 
ters written  at  several  of  these  forts  concerning  these  journeys  which 
are  exceedingly  interesting,  and  she  would  be  glad  to  read  them  to  any 
of  Mr.  Francis'  old  friends.  They  would  be  of  interest  in  this  paper, 
but  as  they  do  not  relate  to  our  own  State  of  Illinois,  perhaps  they  are 
not  appropriate.  An  extract  from  one  of  them,  however,  is  not  mis- 
placed. It  is  dated  from  Ft.  Vancouver,  W.  T.,  May  24,  1865.  Mr. 
Francis  wrote :  "The  death  of  my  old  friend  is  most  dreadful  to  me. 
Time  passes — but  the  dead  Lincoln  is  always  before  me,  let  me  tell 
you.  When  the  news  came  to  the  State  I  was  on  a  trip  of  duty  to 
Ft.  Yam  Hill.  When  returning  to  Salem  to  take  the  steamer  for  home 
I  saw  on  a  distant  hill,  a  -church  and  a  flagstaff,  on  which  a  flag  was  at 
half  mast.  It  chilled  me  to  look  at  it.  I  thought  Lincoln  was  dead. 
We  went  along  till  we  came  to  the  river,  and  I  saw  the  flags  at  half 
mast  in  Salem.  I  could  restrain  my  feelings  no  longer.  I  said  to  my 
clerk  and  my  driver,  'Mr.  Lincoln  is  dead/  and  it  was  so.  A  funereal 
gloom  has  been  over  the  country  since,  and  over  my  heart  and  the 
hearts  of  those  about  me.  May  God  control  the  terrible  event  for  the 
good  of  our  nation.  Surely  our  beloved  has  sat  in  dust  and  ashes  for 
the  great  sin  of  slavery.  Is  it  not  enough,  O  God  of  our  fathers ! 
May  Thy  chastening  turn  to  kindness  and  our  nation  be  purified  and 
again  see  prosperity  as  in  days  past." 

Mr.  Francis  died  October  25,  1872,  in  Portland,  Oregon,  and  lies 
buried  on  a  beautiful  hillside  in  Riverview  cemetery  in  that  city, 
where  we  have  twice,  long  years  apart,  covered  his  grave  and  that  of 
his  wife,  with  the  charming  roses  they  loved  so  well  while  here. 

Transactions  of  Illinois  State  Hist.  Soc.  1907 


j 

jrv 

m^\  J 

myj 

t  '.''i'*"l****»fc4L.                      Jfl 

jf^Ak 

' 

frf»t 

SIMEON    FRANCIS. 


1 


Lincoln  Lore 


September,  1979 


Bulletin  of  the  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum.  Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr.,  Editor 

Mary  Jane  Hubler,  Editorial  Assistant.  Published  each  month  by  the 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801. 


Number  1699 


LINCOLN'S  SPRINGFIELD  FRIENDS:  FRIENDS  OF  THE  NEGRO 


On  June  24,  1847,  Benjamin  Bond  offered  a  resolution  to  the 
Illinois   Constitutional   Convention  "to  report  a  provision 
prohibiting  free  negros  from  emigrating  into  this  State,  and 
that  no  person  shall  bring  slaves  into  this  State  from  other 
States  and  set  them  free."  Bond's  motion  eventually  became 
Article   14   of  the  Illinois  Constitution.   Abraham   Lincoln 
was  not  a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention,  and, 
since  he  assumed  his  seat  in  the  United  States  House  of 
Representatives  in  December,  he  was  not  in  Springfield  on 
March  6,  1848,  to  vote  on  the  article.  There  is  nothing  on  the 
subject  in  his  surviving  correspondence.  Some  of  Lincoln's 
friends   and    political   associates,   however,   were   members 
of  the  convention,  and  many  of  his  Springfield  neighbors 
did  vote  on  the  constitution  ...... ...,«. 

—  and  on  Article  14,  which 

was    submitted    separately  ^^^K 

for  a  vote  —  in  the  spring  of 
1848.  The  record  of  the  con- 
vention and  of  the  votes  of 
his  Springfield  friends  goes 
a  long  way  towards  dashing 
any  argument  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  racial  views 
were  deeply  rooted  in 
Western  negrophobia. 

Benjamin  Bond  was  a 
Whig,  but  his  resolution 
stirred  plenty  of  opposition 
among  fellow  Whig  dele- 
gates to  the  constitutional 
convention.  Stephen  Trigg 
Logan,  who  had  been  Lin- 
coln's law  partner  three 
years  before,  was  one  of  the 
Whig  delegates  who  had 
doubts  about  the  resolution. 
"It  was  a  subject  of  a  good 
deal  of  delicacy,"  he  sug- 
gested, "and  one  upon 
which  it  was  difficult  at  all 
times  clearly  to  distinguish 
between  judgement  and 
prejudice."  John  M.  Palmer, 
a  Democrat,  detested  "one 
idea"  reformers,  but  "Every 
impulse  of  his  heart  and 
every  feeling  of  his,  was  in 
opposition  to  slavery." 
Agitation  of  the  subject 
blocked  quiet  movements  to 
ameliorate  the  slaves'  con- 
dition and  "remove  the  '  /■ 
great  stain  of  moral  guilt 
now  upon  this  great  repub- 
lic." The  proposition,  there- 
fore, should  not  be  in  the  FIGURE  1.  Stephen  Trigg  Logan 
constitution.    Logan,    too,   in  1848  he  said  "no." 


wanted   to   leave   the   proposition   out,   in  part  because  he 
"respected  the  abolitionists  and  believed  them  to  be  honest 
and  sincere."  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut,  a  Whig  like  Logan,  "never 
would  consent  to"  the  proposition. 

Lincoln's  brother-in-law  Ninian  Wirt  Edwards  was  also  a 
member  of  the  convention.  A  month  after  Bond  offered  his 
resolution,  Edwards  suggested  a  cleverly  thought  out  amend- 
ment to  the  proposed  bill  of  rights: 

Whereas,  so  much  of  section  nineteen  of  the  bill  of  rights 
as  provides  for  the  restriction  upon  blacks,  in  connection 
with  certain  civil  rights,  privileges  and  immunities,  is  an 
implied  admission  of  their  possession  of  such  rights,  as 
citizens  of  this  state  and  the  United  States,  in  the  absence 
.,  .^.w....... ...  of    such    constitutional 

restrictions;  and,  whereas, 
the  directions  therein  given 
to  the  Legislature  presup- 
poses that  any  portion  of 
the  people  of  this  state 
would  be  in  favor  of  confer- 
ring such  rights  and  privileges 
(as  is  therein  denied)  to  colored 
people;  and  whereas,  the 
Legislature  would  have  no 
power  to  allow  to  persons  of 
color  to  hold  office  and  with- 
out any  constitutional  pro- 
hibition have  already  passed 
laws  with  severe  penalties, 
not  only  making  intermar- 
riage and  marriage  contracts 
between  them  and  the  whites 
a  criminal  offence,  but  null 
and  void,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  said  article 
be  committed  to  the  committee 
on  Revision  with  instructions 
to  omit  so  much  of  said  section 
as  refers  to  persons  of  color. 
Springfield     voted     over- 
whelmingly    to     bar    entry     of 
Negroes    into    Illinois,    774-148. 
The    minuscule     16%    minority 
i|   which  defied  prejudice,  however, 
!§  contained    a    number  of  people 
11   whose  names  are  quite  familiar 
H   to  Lincoln  students. 
U       STEPHEN    TRIGG    LOGAN 
|H   was  true  to  his  stand  at  the  con- 
■■:■    vention.     On     voting    day    he 
voted    against    the    exclusion 
a|   clause.  A  Kentuckian,  like  Lin- 
coln, Logan  had  been  Lincoln's 
law  partner  from   1841   to  1844, 
,jm    when     the     partnership     was 
grew  timid  in  old  age,  but   amicably    dissolved    so    that 

Logan  could  bring  his  son  David 
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into  his  firm.  Lincoln  and  Logan  were  close  associates  in  the 
Whig  party  in  the  1840s,  and  Logan  would  be  the  Whig 
candidate  for  Lincoln's  Congressional  seat  the  next  August. 

NINIAN  WIRT  EDWARDS  was  also  true  to  his  position  at 
the  convention  and  voted  against  the  exclusion  clause. 
Edwards,  also  a  Kentuckian  by  birth,  had  married  Mary  Todd 
Lincoln's  sister  Elizabeth  in  1832.  Edwards  was  also  a  Whig, 
though  his  political  views  differed  considerably  in  tone  from 
Lincoln's.  Usher  F.  Linder  recalled  that  the  socially 
prominent  Edwards  hated  "democracy  .  .  .  as  the  devil  is  said 
to  hate  holy  water."  In  August  he  would  run  for  the  Illinois 
House  of  Representatives. 

ANSON  G.  HENRY,  who  was  one  of  Lincoln's  closest 
political  associates  in  the  1840s  as  well  as  his  doctor,  voted 
against  the  clause  barring  Negroes  from  Illinois.  Lincoln  and 
Henry  were  perhaps  the  most  organization-minded  Whigs  in 
the  state,  and  the  doctor  was  a  tireless  letter-writer  and 
political  worker.  Henry  had  been  born  in  Richfield,  New  York, 
but  had  lived  in  Illinois  since  the  early  1830s.  Later  in  1848,  he 
and  Lincoln  would  stump  the  district  for  Zachary  Taylor. 

SIMEON  FRANCIS,  who  also  voted  against  the  exclusion 
clause,  was  the  editor  of  Springfield's  Whig  newspaper,  the 
Illinois  State  Journal.  After  what  Lincoln  referred  to  as  the 
fatal  first  of  January,  1841,  Mrs.  Francis  had  been 
instrumental  in  getting  Lincoln  and  Mary  Todd  back  together 
again.  Simeon  Francis  frequently  opened  the  Journal 's  pages 
to  Lincoln.  He  had  been  born  in  Connecticut,  but  he  moved  to 
Springfield  in  1831.  By  1848  he  was  thinking  of  moving  to 
Oregon,  and  a  year  later  Lincoln  would  seek  his  appointment 
as  Secretary  of  Oregon  Territory  from  the  Taylor 
administration. 

JAMES  COOK  CONKLING,  another  opponent  of  the 
exclusion  clause,  was  a  Princeton  graduate,  born  in  New  York 
City.  When  he  moved  to  Springfield  in  1838,  he  very  quickly 
moved  into  genteel  society.  He  married  Mercy  Ann  Levering, 
one  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln's  best  friends.  A  Whig  in  politics, 
Conkling  had  been  elected  mayor  of  Springfield  in  1844. 
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FIGURE  3.  The  Reverend  Charles  Dresser  abstained. 
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FIGURE  2.  John  Todd  Stuart  abstained. 


JAMES  HARVEY  MATHENY  was  also  a  Whig  associate 
of  Lincoln's.  He  was  probably  the  best  man  at  Lincoln's 
wedding  in  1842.  In  1858  Stephen  A.  Douglas  would  call 
Matheny,  Lincoln's  "especial  confidential  friend  for  the  last 
twenty  years."  He  was  an  Illinois  native. 

ALBERT  TAYLOR  BLEDSOE  was  the  chief  editorial 
writer  for  the  Illinois  State  Journal  while  Lincoln  was  in 
Congress.  Born  in  Kentucky,  he  was  a  West  Point  graduate, 
an  Episcopal  minister  at  one  time,  and,  for  a  time,  the  law 
partner  of  Lincoln's  friend  Edward  D.  Baker.  A  Whig  in 
politics,  Bledsoe  would  move  from  Springfield  later  in  1848  to 
take  up  residence  in  Mississippi,  where  his  racial  views  would 
change  a  great  deal. 

BENJAMIN  S.  EDWARDS  voted,  as  his  brother  Ninian 
Wirt  did,  against  the  exclusion  article.  A  Yale  graduate,  his 
legal  career  had  brought  him  many  of  the  same 
acquaintances  Lincoln  had.  After  studying  law  in  New 
Haven,  he  read  law  in  Stephen  T.  Logan's  office,  was  briefly 
associated  with  Edward  D.  Baker,  and  in  1843  became  John 
Todd  Stuart's  partner.  Stuart  had  been  Lincoln's  first  law 
partner.  Edwards  was  a  Whig. 

Some  people  who  voted  for  the  constitution  did  not  vote  on 
the  Negro  exclusion  clause.  The  meaning  of  an  abstention  on 
this  issue  is  not  altogether  clear,  but  it  shows  at  least  a  lack  of 
aggressive  prejudice,  a  willingness  not  to  bait  the  race  issue, 
and  a  contentment  with  leaving  the  free  Negro  alone. 

JOHN  TODD  STUART  abstained  on  the  exclusion  article. 
A  Kentuckian  who  became  Lincoln's  political  mentor  in  the 
Illinois  Legislature,  Stuart  was  also  the  man  who  encouraged 
Lincoln  to  study  law.  Thereafter,  he  showed  his  faith  in  the 
New  Salem  railsplitter  by  taking  him  as  his  partner. 

CHARLES  DRESSER  also  abstained  from  voting  on  the 
exclusion  article.  Born  in  Connecticut,  he  became 
Springfield's  Episcopal  Rector  in  1838.  On  November  4,  1842, 
he  solemnized  the  marriage  vows  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
Mary  Todd. 
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FIGURE  4.  John  M.  Palmer. 


Not  all  of  the  voters  against  the  Negro  exclusion  clause 
were  Whigs  or  friends  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  of  course.  Peter 
Cartwright,  an  ardent  Democrat  whom  Lincoln  had  defeated 
in  his  race  for  Congress  in  1846,  voted  against  the  article.  And 
John  Calhoun,  another  Democrat  who  had  appointed  the 
penniless  Lincoln  as  his  deputy  surveyor  in  New  Salem, 
abstained  from  voting  on  the  article. 

Nor  were  Lincoln's  personal  and  political  friends 
unanimous  in  their  opposition  to  the  exclusion  of  free  Negroes 
from  Illinois. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HERNDON  voted  for  the  exclusion 
article.  At  the  time  of  the  vote,  he  was  Lincoln's  law  partner 
and  enthusiastic  Whig  ally.  They  were  having  a  dispute, 
however,  over  Lincoln's  opposition  to  the  Mexican  War. 
Herndon  could  not  understand  Lincoln's  stand  in  a 
constitutional,  moral,  or  political  sense,  though  Lincoln  sent 
him  letter  after  letter  explaining  his  position. 

DAVID  LOGAN  did  not  vote  the  way  his  father  Stephen 
Trigg  Logan  voted.  He  supported  the  exclusion  of  Negroes 
from  the  state. 

WILLIAM  BUTLER,  famed  for  his  ability  to  predict  the 
outcome  of  elections,  was  born  in  Kentucky.  A  friend  of 
Stephen  T.  Logan's,  he  was  an  active  Whig  and  a  political 
associate  of  Lincoln's.  He  supported  the  exclusion  article. 

The  preponderance  in  number  as  well  as  in  importance  in 
Lincoln's  life  lay  with  those  who  opposed  the  exclusion 
article.  Lincoln's  friends  opposed  it,  though  there  were 
significant  exceptions  —  most  notably,  William  Herndon. 

The  vote  on  this  constitutional  article  is  not  a  reliable 
predictor  of  later  political  behavior.  Hurlbut  became  a 
Republican  and  was  entrusted  by  Lincoln  in  1861  with  a 
delicate  information-gathering  mission  to  South  Carolina. 
Palmer  also  became  a  Republican  and  a  sturdy  supporter  of 
Lincoln's  political  career.  Lincoln  in  turn  made  him  a 
brigadier  general.  Other  members  of  the  constitutional 
convention  who  protested  anti-black  legislation  had  very 
different  political  careers.  Edwards  became  a  Democrat  —  a 
move  that  shocked  Lincoln  —  and  he  opposed  Lincoln's 


election  in  1860.  Logan's  politics  during  the  Lincoln 
administration  were  murky.  Herndon  said  that  he  was  like 
other  "monied  men":  "old  &  timid  —  disturbed  and  terrified." 
During  Reconstruction  he  became  a  Democrat,  though  he 
later  returned  to  the  Republican  fold. 

Simeon  Francis,  Anson  Henry,  and  James  Cook  Conkling 
became  Republicans.  Conkling  was  staunchly  antislavery 
and  told  President  Lincoln  of  his  hope  that  Union  military 
victories  would  leave  "no  question  as  to  the  condition  and 
rights  of  'American  citizens  of  African  descent.'" 

Matheny,  on  the  other  hand,  dragged  his  feet  in  becoming  a 
Republican,  entering  the  party  much  later  than  Lincoln. 
Edwards  became  a  Republican  in  1856,  but  he  switched  to  the 
Democratic  party  a  year  later.  Albert  Taylor  Bledsoe,  far  from 
becoming  a  Republican,  grew  gradually  to  advocate  slavery 
as  biblically  justified.  He  was  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America! 

The  complexities  of  American  politics  in  the  middle  of  the 
nineteenth  century  prevent  attaching  any  clear  racial  views 
to  those  of  Lincoln's  friends  who  opposed  the  exclusion 
article.  Their  later  political  views  were  not  necessarily 
consistent  with  a  friendly  stance  towards  the  Negro. 
Moreover,  the  extremism  of  the  article  probably  caused  some 
to  doubt  its  constitutionality,  no  matter  what  their  sentiments 
on  racial  questions.  Still,  the  mass  of  voters  certainly  did  not 
think  it  extreme,  and  over  80%  of  Springfield's  citizens 
supported  it.  To  be  a  part  of  so  small  a  minority  in  opposition 
was  a  significant,  even  heroic,  act. 

Editor's  Note:  Archivist  Dean  DeBolt  of  the  Sangamon  State 
University  Library  generously  sent  microfilmed  copies  of  the  poll 
books  on  which  this  article  is  based. 
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